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[Concerning the subject of search of claims 1-14] 

Out of an infinite number of combinations of inks (ink sets) using 
dyes having maximum absorption wavelengths in the range from 500 to 580 
nm or in the range from 580 to 680 nm and different absorbances, only 
ink sets of azo dyes expressed by general formula (1) wherein A is a 
benzothiazole, t-butyl, or pyrazole ring to which a cyano group is bonded, 
and G is an amino group and ink sets of dyes expressed by general formula 
(I) wherein a specific sulfo group is bonded at the p-position are 
specifically supported by the description. 

The theoretical relationship between the maximum absorption 
wavelength and the gradation reproducibility and so forth are unclear, 
and the image preservability including the gradation reproducibility, 
light fastness, heat fastness, and ozone resistance is considered to 
be influenced by the contents and structures of the dyes. Consequently, 
the ink sets other than the above-mentioned ink sets are not supported. 

The preparations of ink sets using dyes both having an oxidation 
potential nobler than 0.7 V(vsSCE) require excessive experiments and 
trial-and-errors, and such ink sets are not supported by the description. 

Therefore, the ink sets using dyes other than those specifically 
disclosed are not fully supported by the description, and no meaningful 
international search cannot be carried out. 

The subject of the international search is only ink sets of azo dyes 
expressed by general formula (1) wherein A is a.benzothiazole, t~butyl, 
or pyrazole ring to which a cyano group is bonded, and G is an amino 
group and ink sets of dyes expressed by general formula (I) wherein a 
specific sulfo group or the like (a group wherein a carbon or nitrogen 
atom is bonded to a sulfo group and alkylene or a carbon ring is bonded 
to the atom) is bonded at the p-position. 

While searching the subject, the X document disclosing ink sets where 
maximum absorption wavelengths both range from 500 to 580 nm or in the 
range from 580 to 680 nm, and to the absorbance of the dye of an ink 
having a maximum dye concentration, the ratio of the absorbances of the 
dyes in the other inks are 1/20 to 1/2 .has been found and listed in this 
international search report. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemationai application, as follows: 

The scope of inventions describes the inventions relating to the compound 
represented by the general formula (I) and the inventions relating to the 
compound represented by the general formula (II) and no technical features 
are found which are coranion to all of these inventions. Therefore^ these 
inventions are not linked so as to form a single general inventive concept. 

Accordingly, the present application describes two or more inventions . 
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Remark on Protest | [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

[ I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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